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Jane Jacobs’ writings span several disciplines—including ethics and most especially economics—but she is best known for 
her contributions to and her critique of urban planning, design, and policy. The articles here reflect primarily that side of her 
work. Many of those whom she influenced in academia, policy, and activism took the occasion of her one-hundredth birth-
day in 2016 to celebrate those contributions through lectures, biographies, and various events and publications. This issue of 
COSMOS + TAXIS is offered in that same spirit.

I am especially pleased that it includes the contributions of a diversity of scholars—with backgrounds in economics, urban 
policy, urban planning, geography, architectural history, and engineering—with a diversity of insights expressed from the 
perspectives of epistemology, intellectual history, spatial analysis, urban history, private cities, mercantilism, and of course 
spontaneous order; and ranging in approach from the theoretical to the historical to the applied. Indeed, we learn from 
Jacobs that from the diversity of the living city spring experiment, creativity, and surprise; and that pertains equally to the 
realm of living ideas. Read these pages and be surprised!




